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Phonics and reading at Woodmansterne

Reading underpins our 

entire curriculum, and 

we recognise that 

ensuring a strong 

foundation of early 

reading, is vital to 

achieving our aim that 
ever child leaves 

Woodmansterne a 

confident, fluent 

reader.



We start by teaching phonics in Early Years. 

Children are taught to read by breaking down words into 

separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to 

blend these sounds together to read the whole word. 

At Woodmansterne we follow the Read Write Inc programme to 

teach children ways of remembering these sounds and letters. 

How will my child be taught to read?



What is phonics?

Phonics is the method of teaching reading by correlating sounds 

with symbols. 

A phoneme is an individual unit of sound. 

Phonemes make up words. Children are taught 

how to blend these sounds together and read

the word. 

For example:

c-a-t = cat 

sh-o-p = shop



What is phonics?

Graphemes:

A grapheme is a sound 
written down.

There are more than 100 
ways of representing the 44 
different sounds, using the 26 
alphabet letters.

Children learn how to 
segment words into the 
different sounds, selecting 
the relevant grapheme 
when spelling.



A digraph is simply a grapheme with 2 letters making one sound 
and a trigraph has 3 letters making one sound.

We tell the children that when these particular letters sit next to 
each other they are special friends, making one sound. 

Some examples of digraphs are: rubble, duck, shop, daddy, 
photo, witch, thing

Some examples of trigraph words are: high, fear, fair, pure

What is phonics?



Read Write Inc

How to help your child learn the Read Write Inc. phonics 
sounds (youtube.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUbrJPAt65g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUbrJPAt65g
https://youtu.be/TkXcabDUg7Q


• Daily sessions for 20-30 minutes

• Learning 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using 

simple picture prompts and rhymes

• Learning to read words using sound blending, e.g. ‘Fred Talk’ and 

‘Fred Fingers’

• Play fun games using the key sounds and words we have learnt

• Introduce and learn high frequency sight vocabulary, e.g. red words

• Apply our knowledge when reading engaging phonetic books which 

increase in challenge as confidence grows

• Regular half termly assessments

Read Write Inc Sessions



Read Write Inc

Set Speed Sounds Books

Set 1 m, a, s, d, t, I, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, 

r, j, v, y, w, z, x, sh, ch, th, qu, ng, nk, 
CVC blending,

Red, 

Green, 

Purple

Set 2 ay, ee, igh, oo, oo, ow, ar, or, air, ir, ou, 

oy
Pink, 

Orange, 
Yellow

Set 3 ea, oi, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, e-e, aw, are, ur, 

er, ow, ai, oa, ew, ire, ear, ure

ue, ie, au, kn, ph, wh, ck 

Blue, 

Grey



Read Write Inc Red Words



• Read as much as possible to and with your child. 

• Record the reading you do at home in the reading record.

How much? What can reading look like?

• Pause – give them time 

• Prompt – encourage them to have a ‘good guess’ through… 

using the pictures

recapping what has happened 

looking at the shape of the word

looking at the sounds they can see and blend together

• Praise – attempts, using phonics clues, asking questions – but be 

specific

How Can I Help My Child at Home? 



Enthusiasm

Positive reading 

role models

Let them read and re-

read their favourite 

books

Listen actively

Find the right 

time

Teach them it’s OK 

to make mistakes

Don’t read for 

too long

Have Fun! 



Phonicsplay.co.uk

ictgames.com 

http://phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html
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